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Brace for fIood of uninsured 
Health officer says 

S., state cuts force 
or onto county rolls 

end 
Con 
w nll 

by Dbuglas Tallman 
Staff Writer 

The f a d e s  of low-income, legal 
immigrants will not Ix a E 3 ~  to pnr- 
ticipak in Maryland's Medicaid 

 am, county health officer 
er KFlman told County 
ncil on Tueda,. 

Secausc of stai-tb budget cuts, 
1,300 chiIcLrcn will be "dis~n- 
mllcd," she said. Maryland Chil- 
dren's Health Program can cover 
--l=r about 100, said lillrnan, in her 

ual address to ttic County 
ncil. 
h e r  the course of tlie next year, 

county hcalth programs expect to 
see about 60n to 300 of the 130n 
discnroLled, Ellman said, corting 
the county about 5260,090 in hcalth 
care and about $100,01rR in drntal 
cam. 

About 300 pregnant women 
would rrmain elistrlc only until the 

of their post-parturn perind. 
tinuing CovcraRc L y  the cotrnt), 
~ l d  cost %ll$I)i), T h a n  mid. 

Council members used the news 
to !akc a shot at Cdv, Rolwt L. 
Ehrlich Jr. (RE. 

"I hope tlus is very, very dear to 
people throughout the state that this 
policy deckion by the governor is so 
heartless and for so little money," 
said Councilman George L. Leven- 
thal (D-At large) of Takclma Park. 

CounciI I'msident Thomas E. 
Perez (D-Dist. 5) of Takoma Park di- 
rect& a question to 'lillman: 'Wnw 
is this consistent with family values, 
In cut preg- 
nant Womm 
and children 
from medical 
caw? Maybe 
that's a rhetor- 
ical question" 

s p c ~ k e s m a n  

Fawell defmd- 
ed the pver -  Perez 
nos's hutls~t. 

"The~rt, are tremendous fiscal 
strains on the Maryland health caw 
svskrn. Neverth~les,  the pvcrnor 
incvased Medicaid funding by 9 
pxcent," he ~ r d .  

Perez, Isventhal and County Ex- 
mtive nn~r!;laq M. Duncan (D) sent 
a lettpr to Fhrlich on TiitT;rlay con- 
testing the cub. 

instan- 
I .  t . 

"It is ~ r w i o n a b l e  that yc 
would even consider ending statr 
support for p vomen and 
dddren,'' Ihc 1 5. 

At wveral during the 
just-cuncludd Puager p m m  for 
the counal, Perez would makc note 
of "the bail of broken p r o m i d '  
that '6ep-i in W a s h @ m  and An- 
napoljs -and led to the Council Off~ce 
Building in KocfcvilIe. The county 
would k forced to backlill budgets 
laid bare by federal m d  state budg- 
et rub in .w&d pmgmm5. 

'There is a fundamental -for- 
mation t h e ;  plam," Perrz said 
Tursday. 'Thr  responsibility tirat 
used to IF fdrrailj and state in na- 
ture is being gven to local govern- 
ments." 

Albhou~h considefed during the 
General Aqmbly  scssion, which 
concludd April 11, Tillman said shc 
had not gottrn cnnhrmahon alwut 
the policy change until last wcck. 

In her remarks, Th, ,d 
the county's Uontgon 3s 
program, which prov I- 
sured r eq id~nb  access to county 
clinics, ex- to SLY nearly 15,0P0 
pa ticnts. 

In the hancinl year that will end 
lune TO, about 12.IKK) to 13,(l(XI pa- 
tients wew q;.ru clintc;, Till- 
man said. 
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